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A.R.T. RAISES RECORD AMOUNT AT ANNUAL GALA “BOUNDLESS” 

Cambridge, MA — The Board of Trustees of the American Repertory Theater (A.R.T.) is pleased to 
announce that the theater’s annual gala Boundless, which was held at the Boston Park Plaza Castle 
on Monday, February 24, with more than 350 supporters from Boston, LA, and NYC in attendance 
raised more than $675,000 in support of the theater’s artistic, community, and education programs.  

RoAnn Costin and Laura and Mike Dreese who co-chaired the gala, welcomed guests and 
acknowledged those that helped design the event including MAX Ultimate Food, Be Our Guest, and 
Ilex Design. 

“We are so grateful to our amazing co-chairs who provided steadfast leadership and galvanized the 
support of Boston behind this gala,” stated A.R.T. Chair Steve Johnson. “Through their vision and 
stewardship, they helped raise the bar and break an A.R.T. record.  More importantly they helped 
build awareness of the A.R.T.’s important programs.”  

Gala co-chair and A.R.T. Trustee, Mike Dreese added “The A.R.T. has had a remarkable trajectory 
over the last several years garnering significant accolades. This has been reflected in a deepening 
commitment by our entire board as well as the growing audiences and community partners.” Dreese 
continued, “We are thrilled to have hosted an event that was reflective of the artistic excellence we 
have come to expect on our stage.” 

The evening honored longtime A.R.T. Trustee Ann Gund, an icon in the Boston arts and charitable 
community, with the annual Angel Award, and featured entertainment from Broadway star Norm 
Lewis (Porgy in the A.R.T.’s The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess) and the cast of A.R.T.’s world premiere 
musical Witness Uganda.   

There were also surprise video appearances by A.R.T. artists from the last several seasons including 
Bryan Cranston, Cherry Jones, Christopher Sieber, John Tiffany, Zachary Quinto, and many more. 
Other video testimonials by Massachusetts Governor Patrick and WGBH’s Jon Abbott highlighted the 
impact the theater has on the region and beyond.   

The auction, which was conducted by Kate Chertavian, highlighted a VIP experience with Diane 
Paulus, a theater weekend in New York, and a backstage meet & greet with Bryan Cranston at All 
the Way on Broadway.   

Co-chair and A.R.T. Advisor RoAnn Costin remarked, “Ann Gund has been unflagging in her 



commitment to the A.R.T. as well as to so many other venerable Boston institutions. She was an 
obvious choice to be honored with the A.R.T. Angel Award. We couldn’t have imagined a more 
perfect recipient for this honor.”  

In a hilarious video tribute to Gund, Andrea Martin, Audra MacDonald, and others serenaded her 
with “You Can’t Get It Done Without Gund” set to the tune of “You Can’t Get a Man Without a Gun” 
from Annie Get Your Gun. Gund, who attended with friends and family, was presented with the 
Award by A.R.T. Trustee Paul Buttenwieser and Diane Paulus. 

Artistic Director Diane Paulus and Managing Director Billy Russo said in a joint statement, “RoAnn, 
Laura, and Mike inspired all of us with their enthusiasm, wisdom, and tireless efforts to ensure the 
success of this event. We are so thankful for the incredible support of the A.R.T.’s Board of Trustees, 
led by our new Chair Steve Johnson. Together the trustees and co-chairs, as well as all of the guests in 
the room, showed truly boundless generosity.”  
 
About the A.R.T. 

The American Repertory Theater (A.R.T.) at Harvard University is a leading force in the American 
theater, producing groundbreaking work in Cambridge and beyond. The A.R.T. was founded in 1980 
by Robert Brustein, who served as Artistic Director until 2002, when he was succeeded by Robert 
Woodruff. Diane Paulus began her tenure as Artistic Director in 2008. Under her leadership, the A.R.T. 
seeks to expand the boundaries of theater by programming events that immerse audiences in 
transformative theatrical experiences. Throughout its history, the A.R.T. has been honored with many 
distinguished awards, including consecutive Tony Awards for Best Revival of a Musical for Pippin 
(2013) and The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess (2012), both of which Paulus directed; a Pulitzer Prize; a 
Jujamcyn Prize for outstanding contribution to the development of creative talent; the Tony Award 
for Best Regional Theater; and numerous Elliot Norton and I.R.N.E. Awards. The A.R.T. collaborates with 
artists around the world to develop and create work in new ways. It is currently engaged in a number 
of multi-year projects, including the Civil War Project, an initiative that will culminate in the staging of 
new work in the 2014/15 season. Under Paulus’s leadership, the A.R.T.’s club theater, OBERON, has 
become an incubator for local and emerging artists and has attracted national attention for its 
innovative programming and business models. As the professional theater on the campus of Harvard 
University, the A.R.T. catalyzes discourse, interdisciplinary collaboration, and creative exchange 
among a wide range of academic departments, institutions, students, and faculty members, acting 
as a conduit between its community of artists and the university. A.R.T. artists also teach 
undergraduate courses in directing, dramatic literature, acting, voice, design, and dramaturgy. The 
A.R.T. Institute for Advanced Theater Training, which is run in partnership with the Moscow Art Theater 
School, offers graduate-level training in acting, dramaturgy, and voice. Dedicated to making great 
theater accessible, the A.R.T. actively engages more than 5,000 community members and local 
students annually in project-based partnerships, workshops, conversations with artists, and other 
enrichment activities both at the theater and across the Greater Boston area. Through all of these 
initiatives, the A.R.T. is dedicated to producing world-class performances in which the audience is 
central to the theatrical experience. 

For further information call 617-547-8300 or visit AmericanRepertoryTheater.org 

 
 


